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The Present

1. Austin hoy y su reacción a la crisis 

económica actual



Today Austinôs is a 

High-Tech City

In the mid-1980s, a few 
visionaries representing 
Austinôs academic, 
business, and 
government sectors 
were key opinion 
leaders/champions who 
acted on the belief that 
Austin could be a 
globally competitive 
high-tech region 



Within 10 Years (1980-1990) 

Austin was Branded as

Austin #1 - The Best U.S. Cities for Business ïTop 

Five Wealth Creators (Fortune, November 23, 1998)

Austin #1 - Top 15 U.S. Cities for Entrepreneurship
(Forbes magazine, Vol 165, #13, May 29, 2000, p. 137)

Austin #2 - Top 10 U.S. Cities: Creativity Index (Richard 

Florida, The Rise of the Creative Class, 2002)

Best Place for Business and Careers (Forbes, 2003-2005)

#1 for Economic Vitality (Wall Street Journal, 2007)

#3 Most Inventive City due to Patent Activity (Wall Street 

Journal, 2007)



Major High-Tech Companies 

in Austin- 2009 
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Austin Energy

Austin Energyôs 
goal is to deliver 
20% of its retail 
energy sales 
from renewable 
energy sources 
by 2020



Clean Energy Incubator

ÅIt is managed by the IC2 Institute

Energy storage company

Develop test for the solar photovoltaic's industry

Manufacturer of power systems

http://www.atonometrics.com/


Austinôs Quality of Life



Live Music Capital 

of the World

South by Southwest 

(SXSW)

Music Festival

Began in 1987

For nine days each March 

Austin becomes a global 

mecca for forward-thinking 

professionals from the 

fields of music, 

film, and interactive 

media. This is an 

intellectual and creative 

cross-pollination event



Austin City Limits

It is an U.S. television program 

from PBS 

(Public Broadcasting System)

It was first aired in 1976

Austin City Limits Festival 

(at Zilker Park)

Free/paid concerts

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c0/1418935413_697ea4bd23.jpg


U.S. Economic Crisis

How is Austin 

reacting?

Diversifying 

its Economy!



Austin, We Have a Problem

"Analysts Suggest Spansion's Austin 

Plant up For Sale" 

(AAS, Sept. 6, 2008)

ñNY Pushing for Tech Leadership Despite 

Budget Woesò 

(AAS, Oct. 10, 2008)

ñCypress to Close Chip-making Plant in Round 

Rock" 

(AAS, Sept. 3, 2008)

ñFreescale to Cut its Worldwide 

Workforce" 

(AAS, Oct. 31, 2008)

ñAMD cutting 500 workers, 3 pct of staff " 

(AAS, Nov. 5, 2008)

Central Texas has 

lost 27,800 

manufacturing jobs 

over the last 7 

years resulting in a 

30% decline in 

manufacturing 

employment.



Central Texas FABs 

(Fabrication Labs of Semiconductors)
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1974 Total Fabs:   1 Total Jobs:   2,000 X1975 Total Fabs:   2 Total Jobs:  4,0001979 Total Fabs:   3 Total Jobs:   6,0001980 Total Fabs:   4 Total Jobs:    8,0001982 Total Fabs:   5 Total Jobs:    10,0001985 Total Fabs:   7 Total Jobs:    14,0001986 Total Fabs:   7 Total Jobs:    14,0001988 Total Fabs:   8 Total Jobs:    16,0001991 Total Fabs:   9 Total Jobs:    18,0001994 Total Fabs: 10 Total Jobs:    20,0001995 Total Fabs: 11 Total Jobs:    22,0001998 Total Fabs: 11 Total Jobs:    22,0002000 Total Fabs:   9 Total Jobs:    18,0002002 Total Fabs:   6 Total Jobs:    12,0002007 Total Fabs:   7 Total Jobs:    14,0002008 Total Fabs:   6 Total Jobs:    12,000



Austin:  Industry Clusters

ÅTraditional High-Technology Clusters
ïSemiconductors

ïSoftware

ïComputers & Peripherals (DELL) 

ÅEmerging High-Tech Clusters  
ïDigital Entertainment (Games, Multimedia, Film & Music)

ïClean Energy 

ïWireless

ïBiosciences/Medical

ïNanotechnology



Central Texas Assets

Transferable Technical 

Talent

Leading Research 

University

Entrepreneurs & 

Supporting Corps.

Community 

Collaboration

Emerging Platforms

Nanotechnology

Bio-Medicine

Clean Technology

Digital 

Entertainment

Can Austin do it again? 



The Beginnings

2. La Historia de Austin



In the late 1980s, 

Austin was most 

known for ñsee 

throughò buildings 

and an economy 

based on 

government services 

and the University of 

Texas at Austin.

Austinôs Transformation 


